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CONFIDENTIAL PARAMARIBO 1189 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, EFIS, PBOR, NS, GY 

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF SEIZED FISHING VESSELS MARKS FURTHER 
IMPROVEMENT IN GUYANA-SURINAME RELATIONS 

REF A) PARAMARIBO 839, B) PARAMARIBO 964, C) PARAMARIBO 1 152 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. ON AUGUST 29 PRIME MINISTER HENCK 
ARRON CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE TO ANNOUNCE THAT GUYANA AND 
SURINAME HAVE AGREED TO RELEASE SEIZED FISHING VESSELS AND 
TAKE OTHER MEASURES, WHICH MARK A SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN 
GUYANA-SURINAME RELATIONS. ARRON ANNOUNCED THAT: 

- GUYANA IS RETURNING TO SURINAME THE SUGAM-26 VESSEL 
IT SEIZED LAST YEAR. (A SURINAMESE CREW ARRIVED IN 
GEORGETOWN ON AUGUST 27 TO RETURN IT TO SURINAME.) 
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- SURINAME IS RETURNING TO GUYANA THREE FISHING VESSELS 
WHICH IT SEIZED AND WAS HOLDING IN CORONIE. 

- SURINAME IS ISSUING LICENSES FOR ONE YEAR TO THREE 
GUYANESE FOR FISHING IN THE CORANTIJN RIVER. 
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- NEGOTIATIONS FOR A FISHING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES WILL BEGIN SOON. (SUCH AN AGREEMENT 
IS EXPECTED TO RESULT IN MORE LICENSES FOR GUYANESE TO FISH IN 
THE CORANTIIN.) 

-ARRON AND PRIME MINISTER FORBES BURNHAM WILL MEET BEFORE 
THE END OF THE YEAR (VENUE NOT DISCLOSED). 

2. IN ANSWER TO A REPORTER'S QUESTION, ARRON STATED THAT THE 
RECENT VISIT OF GUYANESE OPPOSITION LEADER JAGAN (PARAMARIBO 
1 152) PLAYED NO ROLE IN THE AGREEMENT. END UNCLASSIFIE D . 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: EMBASSY HAS CONTACTED GUYANESE 
CHARGE PHILIP CHAN FOR HIS REACTION. CHAN IS EXTREMELY PLEASED 
WITH THESE MEASURES. WHICH HE INDICATED WERE AGREED TO BETWEEN 
ARRON, DIRECTOR FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS HEINEMANN, AND HIM IN 
PARAMARIBO FOLLOWING THE MEETING IN BRASILIA IN EARLY JULY 
BETWEEN ARRON AND GUYANESE FOREIGN MINISTER JACKSON. WITHOUT 
BEING SPECIFIC. HE INDICATED THAT THERE WAS SOME HARD 
BARGAINING HERE BEFORE AGREEMENT WAS REACHED. HE THOUGHT 
THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR A FISHING AGREEMENT WOULD COMMENCE 
SOON, PROBABLY IN GEORGETOWN. HE STATED THAT HE DID NOT 
KNOW WHERETHE ARRON-BURNHAM MEETING WOULD TAKE PLACE. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS OBVIOUSLY A VERY POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT 

IN GUYANA-SURINAME RELATIONS AND STANDS IN MARKED CONTRAST 
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TO THE ACRIMONY BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES EARLIER THIS YEAR. 
WITH TENSIONS LOWERED, PERHAPS DISCUSSIONS CAN BEGIN 
LATER, PRESUMABLY AFTER A FISHING AGREEMENT IS REACHED, 

ON A RESOLUTION OF THE BOUNDARY DISPUTE. IT WOULD ALSO 
APPEAR THAT PROSPECTS HAVE BEEN ENHANCED FOR GUYANESE 
CONSENT TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF A HYDROET FCTTRC DAM ON THE 
KABALEBO RIVER ( A TRIBUTARY OF THE CORANTIJN) IN SURINAME, 

WHICH IS ONE OF THE CONDITIONS FOR THW WORLD BANK S 
PARTICIPATION IN THE FINANCING OF THE PROJECT. DOMESTICALLY, 
ARRON HAS ENHANCED HIS PRESTIGE; EVEN THE PARLIAMENTARY 
OPPOSITION REACTED FAVORABLY TO HIS ANNOUNCEMENT. 

END CONFIDENTIAL 
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